The following 6 pages
contain the July-August 2015 edition of

Brushstrokes.
I’ve attempted to return to the old format used in past years.
You can help me by sending me feedback about the newsletter to
my email, listed below. I am still working on making my
programs “talk” to each other so that I will be able to transmit the
documents easily to you.
If you would like to have information published in the next
issue of Brushstrokes, please email me by August 31.

Thanks,
Chee Ricketts
chee@cheekludtricketts.com

July - August 2015

Brushstrokes
Ideas to Ponder
J u d i

Important
dates:


July 27, CVWG
monthly meeting at
The Cavalier Inn 12:30



August 24, CVWG
monthly meeting at
The Cavalier Inn 12:30



September 4: First
Friday Opening
Reception for CVWG
Annual Juried Show,
McGuffey Art Center,
5:00 pm



September 28, CVWG
monthly meeting at
The Cavalier Inn,
12:30



September 29–
October 2, Workshop
with Susannah Winton

E l y ,

P r e s i d e n t

PAINTING SHAPES, NOT OBJECTS
Hmmm......That's just for abstract painting, right? No?!? Okay, then what's the idea?
What would you think if I say that what brings and keeps your eye on a painting is the shapes
you see, not what is depicted there? We learned at Jan Ledbetter's workshop that using two basic
values in a painting and creating shapes that are interesting with them is the key to a really good
painting. Both the positive and the negative shapes are relevant. Connectivity and carrying the eye
around the painting with the shapes are, also. She suggested using 3-5 big shapes in two values which
you can stand back and read at a distance. Then, building on that are the other important needs to
create an interesting painting - cropping at edges, quiet and busy areas, overlapping shapes and
tucking (darkening at an edge to show receding area as separate from one next to it).And there was
lots more learned including using warm colors for shadows, using patterns and texture, repetition of
shapes.
Jan paints beautiful Guatemalan women. There was, however, no portrait painting in our workshop.
She had exercises for us to do to gradually help us see what she was stressing to us in her lessons.
These mentioned above will work with any kind of painting. No matter what form of painting you
prefer, there was much to be gained. I hope you are there next time.
Artists to look at when critically thinking about good paintings: Chica Brunsvold, Randall David
Tipton, Edward Steichen, Donna Zaggota, Harley Brown, Jim Pittman, Carol Barnes and your favorites.
Make a habit of studying art critically. You will see the benefit in your painting.
See you at the next meeting!
Judi

VWS Show a Success
The 35th Annual Virginia Watercolor Society show at the
Duke Gallery, JMU, in Harrisonburg closed on June 27. Juror
Mark Mehaffey selected 98 water media paintings from a
total of approximately 500 submitted by VWS member
artists.
The Central Virginia Watercolor Guild was well
represented in this exhibition, with accepted paintings
created by Ginny Adams, Carolyn Beverly, Judi Ely, Etta
Levin, Susan Crave Rosen, Patrice Reese, and Carolyn
Yager.

Pictured above is CVWG President Judi Ely with her painting that
was selected for the VWS exhibition.
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J u ly P rogr am : C arole P ivarn i k
“ D o g P o r t r a i t s i n Wa t e r c o l o r :
P r o c e s s a n d L i k e n e s s ”

Carole Pivarnik will present the CVWG July
program, titled “Dog Portraits in Watercolor:
Process and Likeness”. She’s preparing a series
of paintings in various stages and will demonstrate
her processes for each stage.
The CVWG directory describes her as follows:
Carole Pivarnik is a self-taught Virginia artist
whose work celebrates our positive relationships
with companion animals and the natural world.
Through her work, she hopes to foster greater
appreciation for these things and awareness of the
important benefits they provide. Her work is
representative, done primarily in watercolor and oils.
Her compositions frequently feature bold color,
dramatic light, and unusual points of view.
The July meeting takes place on Monday, July
27 at The Cavalier Inn. Refreshments and social
gathering occur at 12:30, with a short business
meeting at 1:00 pm, followed immediately by the
monthly program.

Member
Highlights
Jane Matthews has a show in July at the C'ville Coffee.
Julia Kindred is a featured artist at the Martha
Jefferson Hospital July-August. Her title is “Plain Art
with Plein Air”. Her exhibit can be viewed on the
third floor hallway.
Chee Ricketts is exhibiting watercolors on canvas in the
McGuffey Art Center’s Summer Group Show, June
30 – August 16.
CVWG artists who are also members of the Fluvanna Art
League and the Firnew Farm Artists’ Circle are busy
preparing for fall shows with their respective
groups. More details to follow in the September
issue of Brushstrokes.
A warm welcome is extended to new CVWG members
Jennifer Hennessey and Ellen Longmoore and to
returning member Mack Rowe.

Carole Pivarnik recently received the $250 People’s Choice Award
at the “Paint the Town Greene” plein air painting day. She is
pictured above with her award-winning painting, which depicts the
cupola of the Historic Greene County County Courthouse in
Stanardsville. Carole has very generously donated her winning
painting to be raffled off to as a scholarship fund-raiser for The Art
Guild of Greene.

Classes,
Opportunities
CVWG member Peg Sheridan is
offering a workshop for Silk Scarf
painting on August 22 in Woodstock,
VA. For complete details, call Peg at
540-886-2177 or go to her website:
www.pegsheridan.com.
Recent program presenter Rick Weaver is also
offering classes. On July 25, 26 he will lead a
workshop based on quick color sketches of the
figure. Additional information is available at
weaverdavis@gmail.com.

***
Interested in becoming a member of the
Virginia Watercolor Society?
Contact Chee Ricketts, Central Virginia representative,
for additional information. 434-985-4051
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Annual Show
Plans and Preparations

Hello from your Annual Show Committee!
Mary Ann Friedman, Adella Langham and Bill Snow have been working with me on these steps so far to create
a wonderful 24th Annual Show at McGuffey Art Center on September 4:


Find, vet (and get board approval) and contract with a juror;



Edit (and get board approval) of our prospectus;



Create flyers and emails to announce and notify every artist, organization or gallery we can find interested in
water media, encouraging them to enter our show;



Receive, catalogue, register and enter the 93 artists who entered with their 164 images;



Prepare and send the juror the images for consideration of who will be in the show



Find and approach 60 community members to support our show;



(And there is more to do before the show opens on September 4: Stay tuned!)

And while we wait for her results, we must plan the party that will take place Friday, September 4 at the
McGuffey Arts Center when at least $4,000 will be awarded to those who are honored as “Best in Show;” “Juror’s Choice,”
“CVWG Memorial Award” or an “Award of Excellence.”
At our recent meeting, Reception Chairperson, Ellen Thurnau began collecting names of people willing to donate
with time or food to produce this lovely event to honor our artists. If you missed the meeting or want to volunteer, please
contact her directly at ethurnau@centurylink.net. We have only a bit of time left before it will be the First Friday in
September and time to CELEBRATE!!
PS and by the way, do the names Mary Ann Friedman, Bill Snow, or Adella Langham sound familiar? Some of
them ALREADY do other volunteer jobs with CVWG, like library or courthouse committee, etc. Thank you for those who do
“more!” You inspire me to do more!!
Pam Roland, Chair of Annual Show

August Progr am:
Critique with Jeannine Regan
IMPORTANT
REMINDER:
July 27th is the
date to “swap”
paintings at the
Albemrle County
Courthouse. All
members are
invited to bring
work to display
for the next
three– month
exhibit.

Well-known
Charlottesville
artist,
Jeannine Regan, will lead the critique session
during the August 27th program. A member of
NWS, The Art League, and other prominent
arts organizations, she has received numerous
awards, including Best in Show in a past
Virginia Watercolor Society Annual Juried
Exhibition.
Jeannine is a landscape painter who
works in oils and encaustic. She teaches
classes in her studio at McGuffey Art Center.
For the critique, CVWG artists are
encouraged to bring one or two paintings—
unframed and unfinished or unresolved. It is
difficult to offer meaningful advice about a
painting that the artist considers to be
finished.
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“Being an artist is
not just about what
happens when you
are in the studio.
The way you live,
the people you
choose to love and
the way you choose
to love them, the
way you vote, the
words that come out
of your
mouth………will also
become the raw
material for the art
you make.”

Terecita Fernandez
U. S. Commission on Fine Art
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Three Charlottesville Artists
To Exhibit “Activist Art” In
“ILLUSIONS / ILLUMINATIONS: Three Themes”
CVWG member Caroll Mallin will join Charlottesville artists Marie
Keese and Shamin Sisson in presenting an exhibition of “activist art” to show
works that address three themes: War; Poverty and Hunger; and Truth and
Reconciliation.
‘Activist art’ should not be confused with propaganda,” said organizer
Caroll Mallin, a painter whose subjects have ranged from florals to local
scenes to protests riots in Ferguson, MO. “Propaganda tries to sell solutions
to issues often in a very blatant way. Activist art, which has a long tradition in
America, works to present an aspect of issues that the viewer may not have
considered; the artist hopes to play a transformative role by sensitizing others
to a new perspective.”
“ILLUSIONS/ILLUMINATIONS: Three Themes” will be on display
at Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church, 717 Rugby Road,
Charlottesville. Exhibition dates are September 6 - 27. Opening reception:
noon Sunday, September 6th. Viewing hours: Monday –Thursday, 9:00am 1:00pm.

Chee’s Chatter
In the mid-1960s, one of my jobs as a high school student was to serve as a contributor to the local
newspaper in my hometown of Camden, SC. It was my responsibility to report on activities within my
high school, for which I was paid the princely sum of $.25 (yes, that is 25 cents) per-column-inch. I
wrote volumes to pad my paycheck, probably not Pulitzer Prize material, however. As the current
newsletter editor, I thought it would be fun to revive this column; hence, “Chee’s Chatter” will be a part
of Brushstrokes for the near future.
My topic this month: Summer Reading
This is simply a list of a few of my favorite art-related books. They remind me of why I aspire to
be an artist. I encourage you to spend a bit of time reading some of these books, especially if you are in
need of “jump-starting” your work habits.
I. For creative inspiration:
Creative Authenticity: 16 Principles to Clarify and Deepen Your Artistic Vision by Ian Roberts
The Creative Habit by Twyla Tharp
II. Either of the two* listed below. They are very similar:
*The View from the Studio Door: How Artists Find Their Way in an Uncertain World by Ted
Orland
*Art and Fear: Observations on the Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking by David Bayles and Ted
Orland
III. Art-related fiction: (just for fun)
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
The Art Forger by B. A. Shapiro
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Did

You Know t hat You
May Apply for a
Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts Fellowshi p?
Harding, Fellowship Program Co-ordinator for the Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts, supplied the following information:

This year marks the 75th anniversary of VMFA’s Fellowship Program. A dedicated
microsite and documentary to the 75-year history of the program is at
http://vmfa.museum/programs/75th-anniversary/.
The Fellowship program has a long and established history of supporting Virginia’s
artistic talent and has helped to further the careers and studies of many distinguished
individuals, including recent recipients Morgan Herrin of Richmond, Kelly Queener of
Henrico, and Will May of Charlottesville.
Windy Payne, Ellen Thurnau,
and Pam Roland relax with
refreshments and discuss Windy’s
“en plein air” watercolor that she
created
on
location
in
Stanardsville for the “Paint the
Town Greene” event sponsored by
the Art Guild of Greene. CVWG
members Sue Stover, Eloise
Giles, Peg Sheridan, Carole
Pivarnik, and Chee Ricketts also
participated in the event.

VMFA offers $8,000 awards to professional artists, $6,000 awards to graduate
students, and $4,000 awards to undergraduate students. Applicants may apply in the
disciplines of Crafts, Drawing, Film/Video, Mixed Media, New/Emerging Media, Painting,
Photography, Printmaking, Sculpture, and Art History (graduate students only). All
applicants must be legal residents of Virginia and student applicants must be enrolled
full-time in degree-seeking programs. Applicants’ works are reviewed anonymously by
distinguished jurors and awards are made based on artistic merit. The deadline for
Fellowship applications is Friday, November 6, 2015.
Visit this page -- www.VMFA.museum/fellowships -- during the summer of 2015 for
information on how to apply for a 2016-17 VMFA Fellowship.

The best is yet to come! Look for photos from the May and June meetings on the last page of Brushstrokes!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.CENTRAL-VIRGINIA-WATERCOLOR-GUILD.ORG

In 1991, local watercolor artists, led by Edith Arbaugh and Marion Hansen, formed the Central
Virginia Watercolor Guild for water-media painters. Embracing traditional transparent watercolor,
gouache, acrylic and other water-based media, the organization today hosts a membership of over one
hundred artists.
The goals of the organization are:
To foster the advancement of all forms of water-media painting
To promote the highest levels of excellence in the use of these media
To encourage and promote the study of these varied media
To provide an exchange of information about activities of artists working
with these tools
To submit articles or photographs, please contact:
Chee Kludt Ricketts, Editor
chee@cheekludtricketts.com 434-985-4051
Deadline for next issue: August 31
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Members’ Show Award Winners

Award winners in the Members” Award Show at the Albemarle County Courthouse were honored at a reception during the May
meeting of the Guild. Pictured, l to r: Mary Anne Steele, Sue Stover, Julia Kindred, Marcy Springett, Eloise Giles, Sue Linthicum, Etta
Levin, Harold Hallock and Jane Matthews, center.

W h o ’ s

Video Librarian, Adella Langham,
explains the lending process to new
member, Ellen Longmoore.

W h o …

J u n e

M e e t i n g

Charlotte McDaniel and Pat Shutts share a joyful
moment. This was just before Pat was informed that
someone had scraped her car in the parking lot.

CVWG members Ken Grant and Jim Weatherford enjoy snacks
before the June business meeting. Jim served as CVWG President
in 2003.

Frances Lacey and Sue Stover relax before the meeting
begins.

July program presenter, Steve Andrus, from the Outer Banks,
discusses his approach to subject matter.

Karen Schwenzer and Carolyn
Ratcliffe peruse art books donated by
the late CVWG member artist Emilie
Fishman.
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